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Message from the County Commisioner 

What an eventful few weeks it has been in the Guiding 
calendar. It’s been nonstop from local unit meetings to 
attending Girlguiding Celebrates in Manchester. More on 
that in the newsletter.

Its time to congratulate and thank our Deputy Chief 
Commissioners for Wales – both from Central Glamorgan. 
Congratulations Caryn Parker on your appointment, we 
look forward to continuing the journey of Girlguiding with 
you and the opportunities it provides us. Exciting times 
ahead! A massive thank you to Sarah Jane Burns for all 
you have done for Girlguiding Cymru, your dedication and 
commitment. You have been an inspiration to us all! Your 
support has been much appreciated and all Girlguiding 
Cymru events you have attended you have lightened up 
the place. 

Five years have just flown by as your County 
Commissioner. It’s been an honour and privilege to have 
been given the opportunity to  guide Central Glamorgan 
forward and continue its journey as an organisation. I have 
been blessed to have such fantastic support from Jayne 
and Donna; it’s really been a team effort. Also to have 
supportive Commissioners, treasurers, secretaries and PR. 
You have all contributed and made this past 5 years a 
success. 



Central Glamorgan when I took over it was uncertain times, with 
COVID. Yet you stepped up and kept Girlguiding going. Who would 
have considered virtual meetings or trainings up until that point. 
Also, watching a pantomime virtually and our virtual sleepover. 
We did it! As restrictions lapsed, we started to get back together. 
Meetings were strange with social distancing, but you wrote those 
risk assessments and planed your meetings to facilitate the girls 
meeting up. Later we got back to what would be the new norm, all 
of us having missed out on meeting up for what seemed like an 
entity. Our first face to face event was at Gorwelion. How fantastic 
it was to see the place thriving again, full of fun and laughter – 
which is what Girlguiding is all about. 

From here we have had many an event and activity pack. Yes, I 
like a badge and an event!!! Giving girls opportunities, gaining 
recognition for the work you do as leaders, girls gaining awards 
both in guiding and outside; you have made it happen. I have 
been so proud of what Central Glamorgan has achieved over 
what started as a hard and difficult term of office and time for all 
of us. 

Its time for you now to choose a new County Commissioner. 
Please consider who will lead this fantastic county forward. Look 
around you there is a wealth of talent and knowledge which could 
be used to lead Central Glamorgan forward. I along with the 
current team will be over seeing the county for a short period. As 
someone said, ”all roles are time specific and there is a reason for 
this”. Guiding is an evolving organisation, its need new fresh ideas 
for it to continue to grow and develop. Members should have 
received an email about nominating a new county commissioner 
– think about it and lets get these nominations in…

As 2026 approaches World Thinking Day is 100 years old. What this 
space for our own special edition badge and activity pack. Told 
you I like a badge and activity pack Ha! Ha!

Julie 
County Commissioner 
Julie.girlguidingcg@gmail.com



County news
Girlguiding Subscriptions 2026

Newsletter editor role 

February will soon be upon us so please plan for 
Subscriptions. 2026 all unit members will be 
charged Subscriptions. The costs are:- 

UK =  £36.00  increase £3.00
Cymru = £21.00   increase £1.00
County =  £9 Stayed the same 
TOTAL = £66.00

Remember in 2027, Leaders will not be charged 
subscriptions, but our young members will. 
Therefore, please expect a significant change in 
amount per person. This is to encourage more adult 
members to support the work of Girlguiding and 
encourage flexible guiding. 

Nia, our newsletter editor has done a fantastic job! Due to 
changes in circumstances Nia feels its time to hand this role 
over. Nia now lives in London but is a member of Central 
Glamorgan. She is now settled in her workplace and wants 
to pursue going back to face-to-face Girlguiding in London 
in the new year. 

The main part of this role is editing the newsletter for 
publication. All information is sent to the editor in advance. 
The commitment at present is monthly to produce and 
send out. Do you or anyone you know have these skills? If so 
please contact Julie.girlguidingcg@gmail.com to get find 
out more about getting involved.

mailto:Julie.girlguidingcg@gmail.com


International opportunities
Volunteering at Sangam 

Sangam Volunteers assist the programme, guest 
services, and operations teams in the 
implementation of events and the day-to-day 
running of Sangam all while working with an 
international team and experiencing the incredible 
Pune and India. 
If you seek an incredible leadership journey at 
Sangam, this opportunity may be exactly what you're 
looking for! 

Find out more and to apply here 
https://worldcentres.wagggs.org/.../2026-2027-
volunteer.../ 

Application deadline: 31st December 2025 at 23:59 IST 
(UTC+5:30) 

What an opportunity. We have already had a 
member volunteer at Our Chalet this year and the 
feedback has been she is thoroughly enjoying the 
experience. Let’s see if Central Glamorgan can be 
volunteering at another World Centre.

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fworldcentres.wagggs.org%2Fsangam%2Fabout-us%2Fopportunities%2Fvolunteer%2F2026-2027-volunteer-season%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwMjBqSUQ0UlZINXMzNjhqZwEeRugIhFalmKw_i1lWOIjTdOthrllPBTtGiGKSQU1YE6EklNI3Dt-l_KwhLLQ_aem_-Q4bBAGO4c-mGRhTtzq_0A&h=AT3CK01d8wz3LdkD8tY6ZS4KBNUcJShGSq3uZ4Qots9v3om7lXOptwrGwqS3RbDPJBQcMuAM0iSEFExkTpAXSgqy_83VF8Xmso7Te3sahfNBMNbIqedBjmtTdl4ZgCREBT3kSo--_GQF3_z6CxNV9KiuAOIc9w&__tn__=-UK-y-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2kCb-gX0LAzb9fdqjrBkB25K7K3TZm5iTecw1b636VnDF6yQXcI65WnATa9LxRHh9sK0ypnst8gMMeqdf7sqbWOXR2Hb-yytripaERAPqtcNQM4vi-T8rp0xj5QURH82OVqZ4aYLIr4zDr6OcObeoiufciqWDGnhfaPzIIv1HW2EeaYIBHgym84vt16JLmJFSoBzxyZ-nOabsR_D4qxA9eaTUkIE1iPhYNH_iA68rPJNhOo28hD4ib
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Celebrating our members
Girlguiding Celebrates 2025

WOW Girlguiding Celebrates at Odeon Manchester! 

A room full of inspirational people with 
entertainment from the National Scout and Guide 
Big Band and Congleton Gang Show, and 
inspirational talks from our ambassadors - Anna 
McNuff and Laura Young and all compered by our 
Chief Guide Team.

Fantastic to celebrate members achievements 
which included Queens Guide Award,  Laurel Award 
and Silver Fish Award. Also, leaders who had been 
nominated by fellow members, parents or our 
younger members. Well Done All !!! 

Ruth Prunell and Donna Jacka hope you enjoyed the 
afternoon, had fun and celebrated.

Nominations for 2026 are now open – forms on the 
Girlguiding UK web site.



Celebrating our members
Girlguiding Cymru – End of Term celebration 

On Saturday 25 October 2025, members from across 
Girlguiding Cymru gathered in Newtown for a special End 
of Chief term Thanks Event and handing over to the new 
Chief Team. An opportunity to celebrate the dedication, 
leadership, and commitment of those who have helped 
guide and inspire our community. 

It was great to see so many from Central Glamorgan there 
in one capacity or another. 

Chief Guide Awards were presented to Sarah Lee for her 
support to the county as our Go coordinator and 
monitoring DBS, plus her support at divisional level and 
Dean Thomas for his support to Gorwelion, being the 
treasurer and supporting Duke of Edinburgh Award 
Scheme in the county. Congratulations both!



Upcoming events
Christmas craft evening 



Upcoming events
1st response training 

Our next First Response training is 
16th November at Llandow Village 
Hall CF71 7NT. 

Please email 
Bethan316@btinternet.com to 
express your interest so Beth can 
send you a form - once you have 
submitted your form your space is 
secured. 

Remember you also need to do the 
online training for First Response 
before attending the course. All 
units should have at least one 
member with this training.

Santa Train – 30th November

Is your unit attending? Have 
you paid your final balance?

The county are so looking 
forward to meeting you at 
this event. Let’s fill the train 
with Song, Fun and Laughter!

mailto:Bethan316@btinternet.com
mailto:Bethan316@btinternet.com


What have our members been up to?
Rainbow and Brownies funday - STEM event 

An action-packed day. What a fantastic day to 
launch STEM in the unit. So much to choose from 
and so much variety. From Bash it and Build it to 
Space, Our Body to Coding, the Environment to 
Music and Movement. There was something for all!

It was great to work in partnership with external 
organisations on this event. Thank you to those on 
the planning committee and helped organise this 
event with out you it would not happen. Also, thanks 
to the leaders who brought their units. Yes, there 
some tired young members at the end of the day, 
but very happy at what they had achieved.

If you were unable to come but would like the 
resource or a badge. The cost is £4.00 for the 
resource and £1.00 a badge plus postage.  If you are 
a badge collector and would like one, please email 
Julie on Julie.girlguidingcg@gmail.com. 
 

mailto:Julie.girlguidingcg@gmail.com
mailto:Julie.girlguidingcg@gmail.com
mailto:Julie.girlguidingcg@gmail.com


What have our members been up to?
Rainbow and Brownies funday - STEM event 

We hope those of you who came along had a 
fantastic day and that the event gave you ideas and 
resources to take back to our Units too. We were 
given a grant by Interlink to help subsidise the 
funday and we are required to report back to them 
and collect some feedback. 

We'd be grateful if you could take 5 minutes to 
complete this form with your feedback. Hopefully 
Interlink will be willing to support similar events in the 
future - https://tinyurl.com/fundayEVALUATION

LOST PROPERTY- Jayne still has one sixer badge and 
a flowery Boden coat. Please let her know if any of 
your girls are missing them 
divcom.garthmaelwg@gmail.com

https://tinyurl.com/fundayEVALUATION
https://tinyurl.com/fundayEVALUATION
https://tinyurl.com/fundayEVALUATION
mailto:divcom.garthmaelwg@gmail.com
mailto:divcom.garthmaelwg@gmail.com


What have our members been up to?
Night under the stars

Units joined together for a night under the stars – 
although they were few stars, it was warm and dry. 
Bonus!! The 18 hours together were jam packed. First 
night was pitching tents, supper (thanks to our 
QM’s), campfire songs, toasting marshmallows. 
Followed by a morning of packed breakfast, craft – 
nut and bolt people, friendship bracelets, paracord 
people, learning to tie a bedding roll and striking 
tents ready for home. 

All had a great time! Thank you to all the leaders 
who supported this event – without you the girls 
would not get  these opportunities! Also, thank you 
to all who helped at the event !



Upcoming…
Cityscapes Adventure

Ow, what’s occurrin! – Cityscapes Adventure 2026 is 
coming to Cardiff! 

Get ready for an unforgettable weekend, bookings are still 
open for Girlguiding’s Cityscapes. On both days, Cardiff will 
be buzzing with Girlguiding members from all over the UK 
as we come together for a day packed with fun, friendship 
and discovery.
What’s it all about?

Cityscapes Adventure is an urban scavenger hunt like no 
other, testing your creativity, teamwork, and problem-
solving skills. You’ll take on exciting missions and 
challenges across the city, with a mix of volunteer-led and 
self-guided activities to keep the energy high all day long.
Who can join?

This adventure is open to all Girlguiding members 
nationwide, Rainbows, Brownies, Guides, Rangers, and 
leaders, for just £10 per person!
Find out more and grab your tickets now:
girlguidingcymru.org.uk/cityscapes-adventure-2026

http://girlguidingcymru.org.uk/cityscapes-adventure-2026?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwMjBqSUQ0UlZINXMzNjhqZwEeU4U_eJOdPDCof0qsINAvk_HxeuNj9e5Se6ul-DLhq0ecJbFttW14QrRVASI_aem_JmHpoVGViyEyxvfQ6hDUfw
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Upcoming…
Big Gig is back! 

The Big Gig will return for two shows on Saturday 10 
October 2026! 
Girlguiding will be taking over OVO Wembley Arena in 
London 
Here's everything you need to know:

Tickets on Sale: Tuesday 9 December 2025 at 6:30pm

Price: £40 per person

Where: OVO Wembley Arena, London

Who: Guides, Rangers and their leaders 
Don't miss out on the fun! Find out more via visiting the 
Girlguiding HQ website 



Contact us 
ALQ coordinators – Bethan Hicks, Jayne Rodgers 
bethalq.girlguidingcg@gmail.com 
divcom.garthmaelwg@gmail.com 

Booking secretary Gorwelion – Sharon Lima 
bookings.gorwelion22@gmail.com 

Brownie Adviser – Stephanie Horsley 
steph.horsley@outlook.com 

County badge secretary – Sharon Lima 
lima.sharon@gmail.com 

Duke of Edinburgh Adviser – Nadine Thomas 
Nadine.thomas@hotmail.co.uk

First response coordinator – Beth Williams 
Firstaid.girlguidingcg@gmail.com 

International Adviser – Jolene Howells
Jolene.girlguiding@gmail.com

Newsletter – Nia Evans
Newsletter.girlguidingcg@gmail.com

Outdoor Qualification Verifier – Jen Denham 
1stvaleguidesandrangers@gmail.com 

Program and training – Clare Jones 
discom.upperrhondda@gmail.com 

Property adviser – Donna Jacka 
donnajacka@hotmail.co.uk 

PR adviser – Emily-Jo Davey 
pr.girlguidingcg@gmail.com 

Queen’s Guide Adviser – Sophie Gregory
girlguidingcgqueensguide@gmail.com

Young leaders' adviser – Elli Bufton 
YLadviser.cynonvalley@outlook.com 
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